
 

Legislative Research Commission PDF Version Page: 1 

704 KAR 8:080. Required academic standards in career studies and financial literacy. 
 
 RELATES TO: KRS 156.070(1), 156.160, 158.645, 158.1411, 158.1413, 158.6451, 
158.6453, 160.290 
 STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 156.070(1), 156.160, 158.1411 
 NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 156.160 requires the Kentucky Board 
of Education to establish courses of study for the different grades and kinds of common 
schools, with the courses of study to comply with the expected goals, outcomes, and assess-
ment strategies developed under KRS 158.645, 158.6451 and 158.6453. KRS 156.070(1) re-
quires the Kentucky Board of Education to manage and control the common schools and all 
programs operated in the schools. KRS 160.290 authorizes local boards of education to pro-
vide for courses and other services for students consistent with the administrative regulations 
of the Kentucky Board of Education. Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, KRS 158.1413 
requires each school district to implement essential workplace ethics programs that promote 
characteristics that are critical to success in the workplace. KRS 158.1411 requires that the 
ninth grade class of the 2020-2021 school year and each year thereafter, successfully com-
plete one (1) or more courses or programs that meet the financial literacy standards as a Ken-
tucky public high school graduation requirement. This administrative regulation incorporates by 
reference the Kentucky Academic Standards for Career Studies, which contain the academic 
content standards of essential skills, career exploration, and financial literacy for use in Ken-
tucky's common schools. 
 
 Section 1. (1) The academic standards for career studies outline the minimum content 
standards that Kentucky students shall learn within each respective grade band. The stand-
ards are organized by three (3) domains: essential skills, careers, and financial literacy. 
 (2) Kentucky schools shall utilize the financial literacy domain standards for grades nine (9) 
through twelve (12) to design courses and programs that meet the Kentucky high school grad-
uation requirement established in KRS 158.1411. 
 (3) Pursuant to KRS 158.1413, the essential skills domain standards for all grade bands 
shall be utilized to design and implement essential workplace ethics programs and to ensure 
that all students in elementary, middle, and high school receive essential workplace ethics in-
struction. 
 
 Section 2. Incorporation by Reference. (1) The "Kentucky Academic Standards for Career 
Studies", August 2019, is incorporated by reference. 
 (2) This material may be inspected, copied, or obtained, subject to applicable copyright law, 
at the Department of Education, 5th floor, 300 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
 This is to certify that the chief state school officer has reviewed and recommended this ad-
ministrative regulation prior to its adoption by the Kentucky Board of Education, as required by 
KRS 156.070(5). (46 Ky.R. 1754, 2278; eff. 5-5-2020.) 


